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THE HoLY, GLORIOUS APOS-~
TLES PETER AND PAUL
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THE SYNAXARION
On June 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy, glorious, all-
laudable and foremost of the Apostles, Peter and Paul.
Verses
Peter, who preached the Cross, died by crucifixion;
And Paul by the sword’s cutting, who cut down error.
On the twenty-ninth Peter suffered the Cross and Paul the sword.

Together, they are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate of Antioch. Peter
was the son of Jonah and the brother of Andrew, the First-called. He was of the Tribe
of Simeon from the town of Bethsaida. He was a fisherman and, at first, was called
Simon but the Lord was pleased to call him Cephas or Peter: “And when Jesus be-
held him, He said, ‘Thou art Simon the son of Jonah; thou shalt be called Cephas,’
which is by interpretation, a rock” (John 1:42). He was the first of the disciples to
clearly express faith in the Lord Jesus saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God” (Matthew 16:16). His love for the Lord was great and his faith in the
Lord gradually strengthened. When the Lord was brought to trial, Peter denied Him
three times but after only one glance into the face of the Lord, Peter’s soul was filled
with shame and repentance. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter became a fear-
less and powerful preacher of the Gospel. Peter worked many powerful miracles; he
healed the sick, resurrected the dead; the sick were healed even from his shadow. By
order of the evil Emperor Nero, Peter was condemned to death in 64 A.D. Installing
Linus as Bishop of Rome, counseling and comforting the flock of Christ, Peter pro-
ceeded joyfully to his death. Seeing the cross before him, he begged his executioners
to crucify him upside down for he considered himself unworthy to die as did his
Lord. Thus the great servant of the Great Lord reposed and received the wreath of
eternal glory.

Paul was born in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. At first, he was called
Saul, studied under Gamaliel, was a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christianity. He
was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith by the Lord Himself Who ap-
peared to him on the road to Damascus. “Suddenly, a light from heaven flashed
about him. And Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute Me?” And he said, “Who art Thou, Lord?”” And He said, “T am
Jesus, Whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:3-5). Saul was blinded, but regained his
sight when he was baptized by the Apostle Ananias. Then he was called Paul and
numbered in the service of the great apostles. With a fiery zeal, Paul preached the
Gospel everywhere from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and among
the Gentiles. As horrible as his sufferings were, so much more was his superhuman
patience. Throughout all the years of his preaching Paul, from day to day, hung as
one on a weak thread between life and death. Since he fulfilled all days and nights
with labor and suffering for Christ, since he organized the Church in many places
and since he attained such a degree of perfection he was able to say: “It is now no
longer I that live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). Paul was beheaded in
Rome during the reign of Emperor Nero at the same time as the Apostle Peter.

By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.




APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR
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O Foremost in ranks of Apostles,
and teachers of the world, Intercede
with the Master of all to grant safety
to the world and to our souls the
Great mercy.
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As a Disciple of the Lord, thou didst receive the Gospel, O just one; as a martyr thou dost possess
what is infinite; as a brother of God, thou hast boldness before Him, and as a hierarch thou canst
make entreaty. Beseech Christ God, that our souls be saved.

KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO

O protection of Christians that cannot
be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not
the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one,
to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and
speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos,
them that honor thee.
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Epistle for Sts. Peter and Paul
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The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:21-33;
12:6-9)

Brethren, whatever any one dares to boast
of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare
to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am
I. Are they Israelites? So am 1. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are
they servants of Christ? I am a better
one—I am talking like a madman—with
far greater labors, far more imprison-
ments, with countless beatings, and often
near death. Five times I have received at
the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less
one. Three times I have been beaten with
rods; once I was stoned. Three times I
have been shipwrecked; a night and a day
I have been adrift at sea; on frequent jour-
neys, in danger from rivers, danger from
robbers, danger from my own people, dan-
ger from Gentiles, danger in the city, dan-
ger in the wilderness, danger at sea, dan-
ger from false brethren; in toil and hard-
ship, through many a sleepless night, in
hunger and thirst, often without food, in
cold and exposure. And, apart from other
things, there is the daily pressure upon me
of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is
weak, and I am not weak? Who 1s made to
fall, and 1 am not indignant? If I must
boast, | will boast of the things that show
my weakness. The God and Father of the
Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed for ever,
knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the
governor under King Aretas guarded the
city of Damascus in order to seize me, but
I was let down in a basket through a win-
dow in the wall, and escaped his hands.
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I must boast; there is nothing to be | 4\ | Ly ol <
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Gospel for Sts. Peter and Paul

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew. (16:13-19)

At that time, when Jesus came into the
district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked
His Disciples, “Who do men say that
the Son of man is?” And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” He said to them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Simon Pe-
ter replied, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus an-
swered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but My Father
Who is in Heaven. And I tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it. I will give you
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth shall
be bound in Heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in Heav-
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The Megalynarion: The Ninth Ode of the Katavasia "It is truly meet to call
thee Blessed,"
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Third and Ninth Day Memorial service for Bages Haddad

Is offered by his wife Haifa Shteiwi-Haddad, n 3 ’9 F m b FCce P Ha C
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2018 Fasting Calendar
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