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FIRST AND SECOND DISCOVER-~
IES OF THE FORERUNNER’S
HONORABLE HEAD & SUNDAY
OF THE PRODIGAL SON

Juall ¥ aa

February 24, 2019

Lama Khoury

THE SYNAXARION |

On February 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commem-
orate the First and Second Discoveries of the Honorable Head of the
holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John.  On this day, we make
remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in
the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the
Triodion. Verses

O thou who art like me, a prodigal, come forward with confidence
and tranquility;

For unto all has been opened the door of Divine Mercy.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the con-
dition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of
God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view
the wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from God and
His Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves and
awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance.
Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all those who have
been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their
grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to remove
the desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtu-
ous deeds.

Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our
God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

March i1s
Antiochian Women Month




RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for
Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone
above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers
who were to keep guard became as dead
men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not
tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin
and didst give life to the world, O Thou,
Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory
to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION FOR ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST IN TONE FOUR

(**Be quick to anticipate**)

The Forerunner’s sacred head, having
dawned forth from the earth, * doth send
incorruption’s rays unto the faithful,
whereby they find healings of their ills. *
From on high he gathereth the choirs of the
Angels * and on earth he summoneth the
whole race of mankind, * that they with
one voice might send up glory to Christ our

God.
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As a Disciple of the Lord, thou didst receive the Gospel, O just one; as a martyr thou
dost possess what is infinite; as a brother of God, thou hast boldness before Him, and as
a hierarch thou canst make entreaty. Beseech Christ God, that our souls be saved.

KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE
(**On this day the Virgin**)

Foolishly I sprang away * from Thy great
fatherly glory, * and dispersed in wicked
deeds * the riches that Thou didst give me. *
With the Prodigal I therefore * cry unto Thee
now: * I have sinned against Thee, O com-
passionate Father. * But receive me in repent-
ance; * make me as one of * Thy hired serv-
ants, O Lord.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Discovery of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head)

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear
my voice.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to
the Corinthians. (4:6-15)

Brethren, it is the God Who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” Who has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to
God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; per-
secuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not de-
stroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,
so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our
bodies. While we live we are always being given up to
death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in
us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of
faith as he had who wrote, “I believed, and so I spoke,”
we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that He Who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and
bring us with you into His presence. For it is all for
your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more
people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of
God.
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THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to
St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his fa-
ther, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to
me.” And he divided his living between them. Not
many days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took his journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in loose living. And when he
had spent everything, a great famine arose in that coun-
try, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined
himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent
him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly
have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hun-
ger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat
me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance,
his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him.
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And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer wor-
thy to be called your son.” But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his
feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they be-
gan to make merry. Now his elder son was in the
field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has received him
safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and entreated him, but he an-
swered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command;
yet you never gave me a kid that [ might make merry
with my friends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed
for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is
found.””
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3rd, 9th,

Memorial Service
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For Noufa Taamneh Dababneh

Offered by her children:

Monjid, Majed, Mazin, Maher, Widad ,
Majedah, and Marlyin Dababneh and
their families

May her memory be eternal!
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House Blessings oy M\ (el JSS

To arrange a visitation or i .
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House Blessing from Fr. 5 L0 2 ga dyaal

NABIL FINO, please call 205-705-

205-705-9111

Teen SOYO Social Event
March 9, 2018

RSVP Contact Michael Hajjar 513-760-9940
Or Elias Ward 574-238-4673

Greetings all,

The Jordanian Ambassador to the United States, Dina Kawar, would like to
host a Meet and Greet Community Meeting on Saturday, March 2, 2019, from
5:30 - 7:00 pm at the St. James Eastern Orthodox Church Hall located at 6577
Branch Hill Miamiville Rd, Loveland, OH 45140. Coffee and dessert will be
served.

We hope you are able to attend this meeting. It is a great opportunity to get to
know your Ambassador and ask any questions.

Special thanks to St. James Eastern Orthodox Church for hosting the communi-
ty meeting. Please contact Dena Cranley (denacranley@gmail.com or
513.314.2874) with questions.

Thank you

Best,

Dena Cranley
denacranley@gmail.com
513.314.2874
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My St. James
My Church,
My community,
Myself,

Together 1n
Christ




St? Ignatius Parish Financial Assistance Reminder - Due March 1st

Good morning! | hope you are doing well! This is just a reminder that the St.
Ignatius Parish Financial Assistance information is due by Friday, March 1%,
which is just over 2 weeks from today! If you have not done so already,
please take a moment to visit the link below and fill out the required infor-
mation.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSegTTHtQPfXi2YG8IMAqWVO6EC9d84vI7LbCtOvXDRqi-pLFg/
viewform

If you do not have any campers in need of financial assistance or you do not
have any youth attending camp, then the remaining funds will be used for ad-
ditional campers in need of financial assistance. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me at chris@avcamp.org. Thank you and God
bless!

In Christ,
Chris Shadid

Assistant Camp Director

Antiochian Village Camp & Conference Center
Camp Address:

201 St Ignatius Trail, Bolivar, PA 15923

Phone: (724) 238-9565 ext. 505

Fax: (724) 238-6415

E-mail: chris@avcamp.org
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OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2019

by Fr. Jomathan Bannan {ACRON)

SUNDAYS

THEMES / GOSPEL READING

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Fast - Free Week

FEBRUARY 17th § a

Normal Fast Week
FEBRUARY 24th

Meatfare

MARCH 3rd

FARDWCLL TO MCAT TODAY

Cheesefare

MARCH 10th

FAFEWELL TO CHEESE TODAY

15t Sunday of Lant

MARCH 17th

2nd Sunday of Lant

MARCH 24th

3rd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 31st

4th Surxlay of Lent

APRIL 7th

5th Sunday of Laent

APRIL 14th

FLOWERY (PALM} SUNDAY!|

APRIL 21st

GREAT WEEK EEGINS

GHREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

APRIL 26th

FEAST OF FEASTS!

APRIL 28th
NO FASTING!

IRICOHON WEEKS
Publican and the Pharisee
Reading: 2 Timothy 3: 10-15
Gospal: Luke 18: 10-14

Trust in God, not yourself!
Ask for His help before
svery task this week!

The Prodigal Son Returns!
Reading: | Corinthions é: 12-20
Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32

Schedule a Confession,
Use up/freeze meats this week.

Pray facing East this week.
Christ is returning from the East and
we wait for Him|
Use up/freeze dairy this wesk.

The Last Judgment
Reoding: 1 Corinthians 8: 8-9: 2
Gospel: Matthew 25; 31-46

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradisel
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
Reading: Romans 13: 11-14:4

Matthew 6; 14.21

Ask each other for

forgiveness each evening this
week before bed.

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY
Reading: Hebrews 11: 24.26, 32.12:2
Gospel: John 1: 43-51

Bring an icon to church
for a procession.

Bring a prayer rope to be
blessed today!

Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
each day this week.

ST GREGORY PALAMAS
Reading: Hebrews 1;10.2:3
Gospal: Mark 2: 1-12

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Hebrews 4: 14.5: 6
Mark 8:34-9: 1

Wear your ¢ross to church and
kiss the cross

Reading:
each morning with a bow!

Gospel:

ST JOHN of the LADDER
Reading: Hebrews: 6:13:20
Gospal: Mark 9: 17-31

Every time you climb stairs this week
ask St John to help you reach
Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT
Reading: Hebrews 9: 11-14 & Hab 2:11-18
Mark 10; 32.45 & LK 1:24.38

Ask the Theotokos to offer you
and the world pure thoughts
and ideas this week.

Place your palm branches
and pussywillows behind
an icon at home
and in your car!

ENTRY OF OU'R iORD INTO JERUSALEM
Reading: Philippians 4: 4-9
Gospel: John 12: 1.18

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR
ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE

Refrain from TV, Internet, &
Phones to honor Christ's Death.

Greet everyone with
“CHRIST IS RISENI”
& say it before
good morning and goodnight!

HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!)
Epistle: Acts 1:1.8 Gospel: John 1: 1-17




