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RECOVERY OF THE RELICS
OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM &

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF
LUKE

January 27, 2013

Lama Khoury

THE SYNAXARION

On January 27 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
recovery of the holy relics of our Father among the Saints John
Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople.

Verses
As a dead man, O John, on thy throne thou sittest;
But as living in God, Peace be to all, thou criest.
That golden frame returned without breath on the twenty-seventh.

The transfer occurred in 438 from the Armenian village of Coma-
na, where Chrysostom died in exile, to Constantinople, where earli-
er he had governed the Church. Thirty years after his death, Patri-
arch Proculus delivered a homily in memory of his spiritual father
and teacher. He so enflamed the love of the people and Emperor
Theodosius the Younger toward this great saint, that all of them
desired that Chrysostom’s relics be brought home. The coffin con-
taining the relics of John Chrysostom did not allow itself to be
moved from its resting place until the emperor wrote a letter to
Chrysostom begging him for forgiveness (for Theodosius’ mother,
Eudoxia, had the saint banished) and appealing to him to come to
Constantinople. When this letter of repentance was placed on the
coffin, its weight became extremely light. Many who were ill and
who touched the coffin were healed. When the saint was brought
into the Church of the Twelve Apostles and placed on the patriar-
chal throne, the masses of people heard the words from Chrysos-
tom’s mouth saying, “Peace be to all.”

On this day, we also commemorate Marciana the empress;
New-martyr Demetrios of Constantinople; and Venerable Peter of
Egypt. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us.




RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death,
O Thou deathless and immortal One, then
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly
power. And when Thou didst raise the dead
from beneath the earth, all the powers of
Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ,

Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION FOR ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM IN TONE EIGHT

Grace shining forth from thy mouth like fire
hath enlightened the universe, and disclosed to
the world treasures of uncovetousness, and
shown us the heights of humility. But as thou
dost instruct us by thy words, O Father John
Chrysostom, intercede with the Word, Christ
our God, to save our souls.
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As a Disciple of the Lord, thou didst receive the Gospel, O just one; as a martyr thou

dost possess what is infinite; as a brother of God, thou hast boldness before Him, and as
a hierarch thou canst make entreaty. Beseech Christ God, that our souls be saved.
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KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth,
didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is
meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst
also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in
wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst

love, for Thou alone art the Lover of man-
kind.
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THE EPISTLE

(For St. John Chrysostom)

My mouth shall speak of wisdom, and the meditation
of my heart shall be of understanding.

Hear this, all ye people.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the He-
brews. (7:26-8:2)

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have
such a High Priest, holy, blameless, unstained, separat-
ed from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily,
first for his own sins and then for those of the people;
He did this once for all when He offered up Himself.
Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than
the law, appoints a Son Who has been made perfect
forever. Now the point in what we are saying is this:
we have such a High Priest, one Who is seated at the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a
minister in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set
up not by man but by the Lord.
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THE GOSPEL

(For the Fifteenth Sunday of Luke—

“Zacchaeus Sunday”)

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to
St. Luke. (19:1-10)

At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was
passing through. And there was a man named Zacchae-
us; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he
sought to see Who Jesus was, but could not, on ac-
count of the crowd, because he was small of stature.
So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore
tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way. And
when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said
to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I
must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and
came down, and received Him joyfully. And when
they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus
stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house,
since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man
came to seek and to save the lost.”
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BREAKFAST o o8
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Save the date
St. James Ladies Society

Valentine Party
February 9, 2018

House Blessings S gatd) g ySI

To arrange a visitation or i d;'-u u‘jl_\ Juai¥l ola )-“
House Blessing from Fr. 3Ll 2e ga 2paa]
NABIL FINO, please call 205-705-9111
b 205-705-9111

On Why Orthodox Bless Their Homes

Blessing the home has roots in the celebration of Epiphany Every year on the Feast of Epiphany, January
6, the Church celebrates the baptism of Christ and the renewal of creation. As Christ bows His head in
perfect humility to John in the river Jordan, He teaches us that humility and obedience are the starting
points to living as His disciples. Christ gives to water the power to regenerate humankind, to make us
"born again." Not only is this gift of new life offered to humanity but also the entire world shares in this
gift of new life. The "river Jordan" represents the entire world and receives the restoration of the
"goodness" that it lost in the Fall along with Adam. The "goodness" of creation is simply that its' purpose
and function are to draw the soul to God and is no longer an end in itself. In celebrating Epiphany, our
ancestors sensed a profound awareness of this restoration of goodness in themselves and the world in
which they lived. It was natural when going down to a river and asking the Holy Spirit to descend upon
it, that having experienced everything as glowing with God's goodness they would take that water into
their homes and bless them.

Getting to Know Your Priest and Your Priest Getting to know You Today, we having also shared in
this experience of renewal have the opportunity to create relationships with the priest. As a Church grows
often the distance between as pastor and his flock is also increased. No one should feel that home bless-
ings are a burden for priest, blessing a home is an important part of his ministry. The priest learns of pa-
rishioner needs and at the same time, it allows him to have a better idea of how to create opportunities for
parishioner involvement in the life of the Church. Please call and schedule your home to be blessed, espe-
cially if it has never been done. What to Expect When a Priest Comes = It is best to have as many fami-
ly members present as possible. = The priest brings everything necessary = Prepare a list of family mem-
ber names = If there is a prayer corner in the home the priest will start there, if not, just place out an icon
on a table. Schedule a Home Blessing

https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/56a7e¢8a605t8e2daf71379af/
t/58cc46f21b631b152d15ec01/1489782514228/Having+a+Home+Blessed.pdf




St James Annual Ladies” Society
Valentine’'s Day Party

Saturday, February 9"

Doors open 7 pm

Dinner, music, and prizes

Tickets $45

Bring your own drinks

For reservations, please call:

Majida Hiresh 513-490-9100
Marlene Haddad 513-372-2856




My St. James
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My community,
Myself,

Together 1n
Christ




